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Richard Marshall, 1eft, a Flymmouth resident and a viola player with the Mirmesota Orchestra, worked with 18-year-old Sara Sneed during a master class at the Allegro Cr-
chestra Camp. He compliment ed Sneed's playing (she bas been playing vicla for seven years) and adwvi sed her to practice with a mimor to improwe her bowr techmique.

ts, pros: All together now

Studen

Allegro Crchestra Carmp
at Wayzata Cornrmunity
Choarch pairs aspiting
young rsicians with
professional musicians in
the Twin Cities.

By PATRICE RELERFORT
prelerfordi@starribune. oom

he students at the AL

legro Orchestra Camp

know how to read mu-
sic and many have played cne
or more instruments for sev
eral years.

That's agiven

But what the more than 20
students who worked wwith
Richard Marshall of Plym-
outh, co-principal viola play-
er in the Minnesota Orches-
tra, last week received wemnt
well bevond reading and play
ing notes from a page.

As part of the camp, more
than 150 students in grades
3 through 12 spent about five
hours each day at Wayzata
Compmunity Church, learning
about how Marshall and other
professional musicians from
the Twin Cities make music
come alive.

Then they worked with the
professionals themselves in
one of four orchestras based
on their age and experience
level.

Each day students worked
in small group sectionals, at-
tended full crchestra rehears-
als in the church's sanctuary,
and took part in master class-
es for each instrument taught
by musicians from the Minne-
sota Orchestra and the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, as well as

Cmee of four studert crchestras at the camp practiced inthe smn:tua:yatwa\'zata(:m'nmumty Church
The more than 150 parti cipating stud ents practiced in groups and orchestras and took master classes.

various guest artists.

“Bill's abways striving for the
highest artistic quality” Carley
Miller Stuber said about her
husband, William Stuber, the
camp's artistic director. Stu-
ber founded the camp nearly
a decade ago with 20 to 23 stu-
dents, and it has grown steadi-
ly since.

Earlier this summer Stuber
arranged for students in the
camp's advanced philharmon-
ic orchestra to play with the
camp's professional crchestra
in residence, Allegro Con Brio,
which he conducts.

The camp ended last week,
but before it was over students
hadracked up tons of advice.

“Eighty-percent of string
playing is in the bow arm”

Marshall said as he held up
his right hand. “This is where
you separate the women from
the girls and the boys from the
men”

He was working with Sara
Sneed, a 1é-year-old Wayzata
High School student, and cri-
tiqued her performance of a
sonata in front of a class filled
with students of various ages.

She was the first of three
students who played for and
with Marshall that day He
said she was a good player
(she's been playing for seven
vears ), but told her to practice
in fromt of a mirror to make
sure that her bow always find=s
the best point of contact with
the strings.

But after she worked with

Marshall for about 20 minutes,
the whole class could hear the
difference.

“This is where vou have to
believe the old fogeys" Mar-
shall =aid to the class. “Tt's al
ready a much better sound™

Many of the students gig-
aled at Marshall'sword choice,
but arms went up when he
asked the class to recite the
“big three™ keys to good bow-
ing: pressure on the bow, speed
of bowing, and consistent con-
tact with the strings.

Mow Sneed and the other
students who worked one-on-
one with Marshall — 16-year-
old Wayzata High School stu-
dent John Samson and 15-vear-
old Edina HighSchool student
Emma Lofthus— have to build

CAMP TUITION,
SCHOLARSHIPS
ANDDISCOUNTS

This year Allegro Cr-
chestra Carnp cost $460
per student, bt di scoumnts
are awailable for those
who apply early.

The progranm also offers
the Ducker Carnp Scholar-
ship Program, narned af-
ter Wayzata Community
Church’s rousic coording-
tor and arganist Diana
Lee Ducker, for eligible
students.

For more
inforrnation, wisit
wiwrwallegronotes.oog or
call 952-258-0394.

on what they learned by prac-
ticing. They've played the vi-
ola for nine and sox years, re-
spectively

T thought it was valuable
input” Samson said.

Of the three students who
played with Marshall, Samrson
was the cnly one who said he
may pursue Music as a carest.
Speed and Lofthus weren't
sure about playing profession-
ally but said they're commit-
ted to improving their skills
and contimiing to play the vi-
ola a= a hobby

After the class was fin-
ished, Marshall said his favor-
ite aspect of being a musician
is pedorming. “But showing
someone how to get from step
Atostep B isworth more than
the mmsic.”
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