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Piano prodigy
Colton Peltier
takes a break
from piano
practice to play
with his Shih Tzu
PUppY,
Cinnamon.

The sixth-grader
straddles the
worlds of
adolescence and
the classical
music.

IF YOU GO
Who: Colton
Peltier with the
Allegro Con Brio
orchestra

When: 8 p.m.
Friday

Where: Wayzata
Community
Church, 125 E.
Wayzata Blvd.,
Wayzata

Cost: $20-$10

Information:
Call 952-258-0394

JOHN DOMAN PIONEER PRESS

THE KID CAN PLAY

Eleven-year-old Colton Peltier took his
first piano lesson at 3. Last summer, he
performed with the Minnesota Orchestra.

BY MATT PEIKEN
Pioneer Press

A mural of a Steinway piano
covers the front wall in Colton
Peltier's bedroom. Hanging
from another wall are bronze-
colored busts of Mozart and
Beethoven, opposite a wall with
a sculpted scroll of music and
feather quill. To the left of the
bed is a Yamaha Portable Grand
keyboard, a few feet from a
small tower filled with Mozart
CDs and one from Twin Cities
jazz artist Lorie Line.

Only a bedspread covered
with about 20 stuffed animals
and a small poster of the Ten
Commandments for Kids gives
away the fact that this bedroom
belongs to an 11-year-old.

To hear his goofy laugh, to

watch him chew the corners of a
throw pillow and to see the boy
who needs a few years o grow
into his long hands and feet,
Colton Peltier isn’t exactly the
picture of a prodigy. But while
his classmates at Hastings Mid-
dle School go off to after-school
activities, Colton spends the
next four hours in the front par-
lor of his family’s home, walled
off by red sound-baffling parti-
tions, where he sits at a 7-foot
Steinway grand and strength-
ens his play-by-memory per-
formance of the piano classics.
Colton turned heads last
summer, when he won the first
“Minnesota Idol” competition
and performed Beethoven’s
First Piano Concerto with the
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Piano
prodigy

(continued)

Minnesota Orchestra. He was 9
when he performed with the St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra, mak-
ing him the youngest musician
ever to solo with the SPCO —
and he has soloed with the Min-
nesota Opera and Voca-
1Essence.

Colton will appear again July
23 with the Minnesota Orches-
tra as a guest soloist for a Som-
merfest family concert, and he
is scheduled for a subscription
Series program with the orches-
tra in January. For those who
can't wait until then to hear
him, Colton will perform solo
Friday with the Allegro Con
Brio orchestra at Wayzata Com-
munity Church.

“I guess my brain works dif-
ferent than most kids,” Colton
says. “I like things that most
kids don’t.”

His cultured tastes, which
extend to crab legs, caviar and
the music of Frank Sinatra,
were evident before he could
ride a bike. Seemingly bored
with his Kindermusik program,
Colton was 3 when he started
piano lessons under the play-by-
ear Suzuki method. He giggles
at the memory of his earliest
lessons, when he tapped his fin-
gers on a keyboard sketched on
notebook paper. By 7, he had
outgrown the program, and his |
teacher recommended private
instruction. |

“It (piano) was just some-
thing for his brain. We didn't
think anything would come of
it,” says Colton’s mother, Amy
Peltier. “His dad played pro
baseball, and he’s our first son
— he’s supposed to be a sports
kid, right? We have no idea
where he got his genius.”

Colton’s father, Dan Peltier,
is a financial consultant who
played three seasons of Major
League Baseball in the early
1990s. Other than the Steinway
and the investment of regular
lessons under elite instructor
Paul Wirth, the Peltiers have
detoured from the route taken|
by most parents of prodigies.

Colton, the eldest of three
children, attends public school
and has played sports. He
enjoys playing in churches and
nursing homes as much as pro-
fessional concert halls. With the
exception of this summer, when
he will spend August at the
prestigious Aspen Music Festi-
val School, Colton has never
traveled for advanced instruc-
tion.

“I'm not ready to lose him
yet,” his mother says. “He’s too
young. He's too green.”

“What's green?” Colton asks.

“It means you're not experi-
enced,” she tells him. “We live
in little Hastings. We've seen
Juilliard — it’s right in the mid-
dle of New York City, right next
to Central Park. I'd be a nervous
wreck if he were out there. I
don’t knuw — maybe in a couple
of years.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

_ Colton says he never gets
nervous before or during per-
formances, and his physical
technique, simply to the eye,
looks almost sloppy. As he ran
ugh a “Rhapsody in Blue”
has long been burned into
his muscle memory, S}olt&l;‘:
longﬁngersglidedover e
rather than struck at them, and
he played with a nonchalance
at belied the frenzy of the
passages. He stumbled

sharisma that pulls audiences in
ke nosmdentl’veeverseen,
says. “He loves being on
he stage. He has this liftle flip
o does with his tuxedo and
ails and he just has a great
ime, and I think people appreci-
te that.”

His prospects of forging a
career as a concert soloist are
strong, Wirth says, noting a
resume already dotted with per-
formances with both of the
Twin Cities' major orchestras.
Surviving adolescence, he adds,
will be the greater challenge.

“Every time I've heard him,
he sounds like an accomplished
pianist in everything he’s
played. There are still things he
needs to work on — he's only 11

— but compared to people his
own age and where he’s at in his
development, nobody has what
he has. He's just a very special

ung man.”

Colton shrugs at the idea of
spending his life at the piano
bench — a - he can’t yet
grasp at his age.

“If I could stay in the room
and practice for an hour
straight, maybe,” he says. “T get

‘bored. I just don’t like sitting.

But I like the music.”

“I always tell him, “You better
make so much money, kid,
because you're going to need it

to afford  lifestyle,} ” his
mother says. * memcavhr—
at his age? C'mon.”

“I like it,” Colton says. “But
it’s too salty.”

Matt Peiken can be reached at
mpeiken@pioneerpress.com or
651-228-5440.
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